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QUICK DIRECTIONS: WHAT ARE YOU LOOKING FOR? 

How much does an Odette ID cost? 

I need an identifier for my OFTP system (soςcalled Odette ID or SSID) 

I want to know more about the whole OSCAR system and possible use cases in my company 

I need further instructions on how to use the web application 

I have other questions regarding the OSCAR system 
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OSCAR GENERAL INFORMATION 

Odette has responded to the growing needs for unique identification in the automotive industry and 

has launched the OSCAR service. In case you are wondering, OSCAR stands for the Odette System for 

Coding And Registration. 

It will provide two key offerings: 

1) An issuing agency service for the coding of business organisations  

2) An information service which allows access to detailed and up to date information about 

the organisations of registered entities.  

and the following key benefits:  

Á Tailor-made for the automotive industry 

Á More flexible and less expensive than the two main commercially available current 

coding systems  

Á Provision of worldwide unique IDs in line with ISO standards 

Á Run by the automotive industry, not a commercial enterprise. 

Odette is already officially recognised as a Code Issuing organisation within two of the most relevant 

and influential ISO standards in the area of unique identification: 

Á ISO 15459 ς Information Technology ς Unique Identifiers (Parts 1 ς 6) 

Á ISO 6523 ς Data Interchange ς Structures for the identification of organisations 

(Parts 1 & 2) 

The Odette Code, recognised by both of the above standards, consists of 4 alphanumeric characters 

which will be used to identify main business organisational units (legal companies and individual 

business units). 

There is also the possibility (recognised by ISO 6523) to add a 2 character alphanumeric suffix to the 

main 4 character code in order to identify sub-entities.  Odette will use this suffix to allow companies 

to register individual codes for sub-organisations (e.g. receiving locations, loading docks, purchasing 

department, invoicing function, etc) within their main business organisations. 
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The OSCAR service will: 

Á Issue Codes for use in: 

o AutoID 

Á Consignment ID (Licence Plate) 

Á Asset ID (e.g. Containers) 

Á Product ID (Parts Marking) 

o EDI messaging 

Á Technical Partner ID (Sender/Receiver)  

Á Business process related Party ID (NAD ID) 

o File transfer station identification (OFTP) 

Á Maintain Business Entity Datasets 

Á Provide Business Entity Datasets for use in Partner Databases 

OSCAR delivers a high quality solution which meets the requirements of Auto ID/RFID, OFTP, EDI and 

the Odette Partner Identification Database (PID, VDA-UPIK respectively) recommendation. We will 

start with Auto-ID/RFID, OFTP and EDI and make provision for PID/UPIK at a later date. 

In the future, we will also provide the possibility for the exchange of partner related data via EDI, 

(using XML messages). 

Organisation codes are often used in the automotive industry as a key element in the identification 

of various entities, for example: 

Á Trading partners 

Á Locations, business functions and departments within a company 

Á Logistics handling units 

Á Company Assets 

Á Individual parts/components 

Á Computer network addresses 

Á Engineering changes  

Á ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜΧΦΦΦ 
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Currently, there is a very confused and heterogeneous situation within the industry, with companies 

identifying the above entities using a mixture of their own organisation codes and codes provided by 

external organisations such as Dun & Bradstreet or GS1/ePC. 

Companies have to maintain a large number of codes of varying formats and lengths. Even if these 

codes can be understood in individual trading relationships, there is no way that they can be 

understood by other parties in the Supply Chain, such as logistics service providers, customs officials, 

network providers etc.  

There is a growing need for a unique identification of these entities linked to factors such as: 

Á More stringent traceability requirements  

Á Increased incidence of automatic data capture (especially using RFID)  

The current unique organisation codes, and rules associated with these codes, offered by some large 

providers, do not completely satisfy the requirements of the automotive industry.  The OSCAR Code 

will provide unique identification and, together with the corresponding Odette recommendations 

and guidelines, will overcome the deficiencies of these other coding schemes.   

Examples of where OSCAR coding can be used include: 

Á RFID based asset management  

Á Parts marking  

Á Identification of transport handling units (License Plate)  

Á Identification of engineering changes  

Á Identification of locations and business areas within a company  

OSCAR is an easy to use web-based company code issuing system which  provides an added value 

service to the automotive industry  

The combination of user-driven Odette recommendations and an easy to use cost efficient service, 

provides a major benefit to our industry. 

Recent experience with the use of RFID in the automotive supply chain has clearly indicated the 

urgent need for a simple, homogeneous and consistent solution. 

If anyone is concerned about having to make costly internal changes, the introduction of the OSCAR 

code will not require an immediate change of running systems in companies. It can be applied in 

areas where the need is most urgent (e.g. returnable container identification) and then extended to 

other applications as required. 
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PARTS MARKING 

Traceability of parts for safety and warranty reasons is an essential requirement in the automotive 

industry. It requires the identification of the manufacturer of the part since there are many 

situations where the same part is being supplied by different manufacturers. It must be possible to 

identify the manufacturer for the whole lifespan of the car.  

Today there are manufacturer IDs used, which are assigned by the individual OEM. Certain 

(standard) parts are delivered to various OEMs by the same supplier. He has to attach different 

manufacturer IDs to the parts, depending on the OEM. It is additional effort and hinders quick 

adoptions to changed demand figures ς before an available part can be shipped, the manufacturer 

ID has to be applied for that individual OEM or even already attached marks have to be changed. 

Advantage for the supplier: 

OSCAR provides one code that identifies the manufacturer towards all the OEM.  

Advantage for the OEM: 

The OEM does not have to set up and maintain its own coding system. Once the business processes 

are set-up to recognise the OSCAR code any number of suppliers can be handled without additional 

administrative effort. 

Another benefit that can be achieved ς together with other means ς is an improved and harmonized 

methodology for anti-counterfeiting.  

CONTAINER MARKING 

This application area deals with the identification of the container owner (for manufacturer 

identification, please refer to Parts Marking). 

Returnable Transport Items (RTI) are widely used in the automotive industry. There are OEMs, 

suppliers and external service providers involved in the process and they all may be owners of RTI 

forming a big pool in the supply chain. To identify the owner of the RTI is necessary for the overall 

administration of that process, inventory maintenance, invoicing and accounting processes and of 

course for returning the RTI to their owner. 

Today these processes are rather non-ǘǊŀƴǎǇŀǊŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ Ƴŀƴǳŀƭ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ άŦǊƛŎǘƛƻƴέ 

losses. OSCAR may solve this problem. Using machine readable codes (e.g. RFID) the inventory 

update procedures can be automated. The increased transparency leads to reduced costs and higher 

flexibility in the supply chain. Also the size or the container pool may be reduced and the binding of 

working capital decreased. 
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Another aspect is related to very expansive special containers. Whereas the problem with cheap 

mass RTI is the sheer number of the boxes, in this situation the economic effect is related to the fact 

that the tracing of these containers is enhanced. 

CONTAINER SHIPPING LABELS 

OSCAR can be used as part of worldwide unique transport unit serial shipping labels. 

Complex transport processes, increased security requirements and specific customs procedures for 

international shipments require unique serial shipping labels.  

They have to contain the ID of the sender (shipper) and it has to be possible to resolve this ID from 

any place in the world. OSCAR provides the necessary infrastructure for querying and resolving the 

sender. 

Example: 

Odette License Plate for Transport Label 

Odette  Code from OSCAR Space Serial Number 

O D A 0 1 2  A 1 B 2 C 3 D 4 E 

IDENTIFICATION OF PLACES OF DISCHARGE / UNLOADING POINTS  

In the automotive supply chain the unloading point is usually identified as a combination of 

customer number, plant ID and location ID. If any of those numbers is missing on a document, the 

identification is impossible. 

For a third party service provider the situation is even more unfortunate: since the customer number 

is assigned by the supplier, the service provider must be able to resolve different numbers assigned 

to the same customer. 

With OSCAR only one ID is necessary. The same location has always the same ID and can be resolved 

easily. 
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IDENTIFICATION FOR DATA TRANSMISSION (E.G. OFTP AND EDI) 

IDENTIFICATION OF SENDING AND RECEIVING OFTP STATION 

OFTP is the most widely used transfer protocol in the automotive industry. Sender and receiver 

station use special IDs (SSID) to mutually identify the systems and to start a transmission session ς 

the so called Odette ID.  

Nowadays this ID is assigned by the responsible national organisation in a de-centralised way; there 

is no central repository available and it is not possible to validate the used ID via a public access. 

When using ISDN, the telephone number (still) provides a certain reliability concerning the 

connected partner. However, ISDN services will stop soon in some countries and the use of the 

internet requires more sophisticated solutions. Also often a third party service provider is involved 

which makes the issue even more complex. 

There have been situations reported where these Odette IDs have been falsified: some companies 

deliberately generated their own ID based on existing valid IDs (by using the extension for internal 

station ID) and used these falsified IDs in the data exchange. Given the fact that supply chain delivery 

processes reach now as far as Asia and South America this is an unacceptable situation and bears 

risks which can be avoided by using OSCAR. 

OSCAR links the de-centralised registers, prevents the use of falsified IDs and creates transparency in 

this essential business process. 

IDENTIFICATION OF SENDER AND RECEIVER IN EDI TRANSMISSIONS  

Beside the technical identification (physical sender and receiver) in EDI messages it is necessary to 

identify the logical sender and receiver. They may be different: physical sender / receiver may be a 

third party service provider whereas the logical sender and receiver are the supplier and the 

customer. Also in large enterprises there might be several business units, plants etc. and all of them 

use the same centralised OFTP station for data transmission. OSCAR fits perfectly into this situation 

since it can be used also to assign individual codes to these business units (in OSCAR terminology 

Business Entities).  

OSCAR AS A COMPREHENSIVE, INDUSTRY-WIDE SUPPLIER DATA BASE  

There is a growing need to maintain more information about a supplier than simply linking an 

internal supplier number to one company. 

With the continuing consolidation process, the customer wants to know more about relationships, 

hierarchies, whole family trees of the supplier.  
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And even following the changes on the markets (mergers, split-off, take overs etc.) is a challenge to 

each OEM and large supplier. Today this is handled by each company individually, but demands grow 

louder for a common system for the industry providing the core information on a reliable, up-to-

date basis and leaving only the specific customer-supplier related information under their own 

responsibility.  

The benefits are mutual:  

Á Suppliers could maintain their own data in one instance (today they have to 
communicate each change to all their customers or rather have to change the data in 
various portal applications of their customers).  

Á OEMs could subscribe to an update service and reduce their internal effort 
considerably. 

OSCAR provides the framework for such a solution. Being built with the Odette PID data set as 

information model in the background it is aware and prepared for such use case. 

Although this is still a future dream, once accepted and implemented by the key players in the 

industry OSCAR may become a comprehensive repository of suppliers, their capabilities and 

products.  
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OSCAR USER GUIDELINES 

The OSCAR system is completely web based.  

You will access the web site through https://oscar.odette.org  

USER REGISTRATION  

The first step is to register yourself as a user of the OSCAR system.  

You choose the National Organisation (NO) that will be responsible for your account: 

 

Figure 1: User Registration Data 

https://oscar.odette.org/
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You will have to provide the following data: 

 User information (see above) 

 Company registration details including company registration number and optional tax 

registration number 

 Invoicing address (if different from company registration details) 

 Administration address (again, if different from company registration details) 

 VAT number (if applicable) 

 

Figure 2 Company Registration Data 

Your registration will be validated by your selected National Organisation. Whilst the data sets 

registered with an OSCAR code are self-maintained we want to ensure that there is a valid and 

verified legal business entity behind each OSCAR code.  
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After completion of your administrative data you will be forwarded to ǘƘŜ άIƻƳŜέ ǇŀƎŜΥ 

The menu driven OSCAR Application is easy to understand and to operate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ORDER OSCAR CODES 

You can use the Purchase Order form to place your orders. There is a distinction between an OFTP 

Code and the Full OSCAR Code.  

An OFTP Code is assigned once and can be used solely for IT station Identification. Other applications 

such as Parts Marking etc. are not supported by this code type. 

Full OSCAR Code is the right choice if you want to do more than just identify your OFTP / OFTP2 

station. With the Full OSCAR Code you can register Main Business Entities and Sub Business Entities.  

 

Figure 3 
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You will receive an order confirmation email from the OSCAR system immediately after clicking the 

purchase button. 

The National Organisation will process your purchase order and issue an invoice.  

Subsequently (usually after your payment has been received by the NO) you will receive an email 

informing you that the codes can now be registered: 

Dear Helga Mustermann,  

 
We have processed your  order 2009 - 02 for OSCAR codes and you 

can now commence registration.  

To obtain your codes log into the site using the link below.  

 
https://oscar.odette.org   

 
Click on the 'Code Maintenance' option from the menu and  then 

click the 'Register Entity' next to the code type you wish to 

register.  

 

 

Figure 4 OSCAR order screen 

 

Figure 1: OSCAR order screen  

https://oscar.odette.org/







































